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PREFACE. 


; Tais diſcourſe, and thoſe on the Evidences of Di- 
vine Revelation, which will be publiſhed about the 
fame time, being the laſt of ny labours in this coun- 
try, I hope my friends, and the public, will indulge 
me while I give the reaſons of their being the laſt, in 
conſequence of my having at length, after much he- 
fitation, and now with reluctance, come to a reſolu- 
tion to leave this kingdom. 

After the riots in Birmingham, it was the expec- 
tation, and evidently the wiſh, of many perſons, that 
I ſhould immediately fly to France, or America. 
But I had no conſciouſneſs of guilt to induce me to 
Ay my country“. On the contrary, I came directly 
to London, and inſtantly, by means of my friend 
Mr. Ruſſell, ſignified to the king's miniſters, that 1 


* If, inſtead of flying from lawleſs violence, I had been flying 


from public juſtice, I could not have been purſued with more 
rancour, nor could my triends have been more anxious for my 
ſafety. One man, who happened to ſee me on horſeback on one 
of the nights in which I eſcaped from Birmingham, expreſſed 
his regret that he had nat taken me, expecting probably ſome 
conſiderable reward, when, as he {aid, it was fo ealy for him to 
have done it. My friends earneftly adviſed me to diſguile myſelf 


as I was going to London. But all that was done in that way 


was taking a place for me in the mail coach, Which J entered at. 
Worceſter, in another name than my own. However, the friend 
who had the courage to receive me in London had thought it 


neceſſary to provide a dreſs that ſhould diſguiſe me, and allo a 


method of making my eſcape, in caſe the houſe ſhould have been 
attacked on my account; and for ſome time my friends would not 
ſulfer me to appear in the ltreets. 
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was there, and ready, if they thought proper, to be 
interrogated on the ſubject of the riot. But no no- 
tice was taken of the meſſage. 

Ill treated as I thought ] had been, not merely by 
the populace of Birmingham, for they were the mere 
tools of their ſuperiors, but by the country in gene- 
ral, which evidently exulted in our ſufferings, and 
afterwards by the repreſentatives of the nation, who 
refuſed to inquire into the cauſe of them, I own I was 
not without deliberating upon the ſubject of emigra- 
tion ; and ſeveral flattering propoſals were made me, 
eſpecially from France, which was then at peace 
within itſelf, and with all the world ; and I was at one 
time much inclined to go thither, on account of its 
nearneſs to England, the agreeableneſs of its climate, 
and my having many friends there. 

But I likewiſe conſidered that, if I went thither, 
I ſhould have no employment of the kind to which 
I had been accuſtomed; and the ſeaſon of active life 
not being, according to the courſe of nature, quite 
over, I wiſhed to make as much uſe of it as I could. 
I therefore determined to continue in England, ex- 
poſed as I was not only to unbounded obloquy and 
inſult, but to every kind of outrage ; and after my in- 
vitation to ſucceed my friend Dr. Price, I had no 
heſitation about it. Accordingly I took up my re- 
dence where I now am, though ſo prevalent was 
the idea of my inſecurity, that I was not able to take 
the houſe in my own name; and when a friend of 
mine took it in his, it was with much difficulty that, 
after ſome time, the landlord was prevailed upon to 
| transfer 
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transfer the leaſe to me. He expreſſed his appre- 
henſions, not only of the houſe that I occupied being 
demoliſhed, but alſo a capital houſe in which he 
himſelf reſides, at the diſtance of no leſs than twenty 
miles from London, whither he ſuppoſed the rioters 
would go next, merely for ſuffering me to live in a 
houſe of His. 

But even this does not give ſuch an idea of the 
danger that not only myſelf, but every perſon, and 
every thing, that had the ſlighteſt connexion with 
me, were ſuppoſed to be in, as the following. The 
managers of one of the principal charities among the 
Diſſenters applied to me to preach their annual ſer- 
mon, and I had conſented. But the treaſurer, a man 
of fortune, who knew nothing more of me than my 
name, was ſo much alarmed at it, that he declared 
he could not ſleep. I therefore, to his great relief, 
declined preaching at all. 

When it was known that I was ſettled where I 
now am, ſeveral of my friends, who lived near me, 
were ſeriouſly adviſed to remove their papers, and 
other moſt valuable effects, to ſome place of greater 
ſafety in London. On the 14th of July, 1792, it 
was taken for granted by many of the neighbours, 
that my houſe was to come down, juſt as at Bir- 
mingham the year before. When the Hackney aſſo- 
ciation was formed, ſeveral ſervants in the neigh- 
bourhood actually removed their goods; and when 
there was ſome political meeting at the houſe of Mr. 
Breillat, though about two miles from my houſe, a 
woman whoſe daughter was ſervant in the houſe 
a 3 contiguous. 
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contiguous to mine, came to her miſtreſs, to entreat 
that ſhe might be, out of the way; and it was not 
without much difficulty that ſhe was pacified, and 
prevailed upon to continue in the houſe, her miſtrel: 
faying that ſhe was as ſafe asherſelf, 

On ſeveral other occaſions the neighbourhood ha: 
been greatly alarmed on account of my being fo near 
them. Nor was this without apparent reaſon. I could 
name a perſon, and to appearance a reputable tradeſ- 
man, who, in the company of his friends, in the hearing 


of one of my late congregation at Birmingham, but 


without knowing him to be ſuch, declared that, in caſe 
of any diſturbance, they would immediately come to 
Hackney, evidently for the purpoſe of miſchief. In 
this ſtate of things, it is not to be wondered at, that 
of many ſervants who were recommended to me, 


and ſome that were actually hired, very few could, 


for a long time, be prevailed upon to live with me. 


Theſe facts not only ſhew how general was the 


idea of my particular inſecurity in this country; but 
what is of much more confequence, and highly in- 
tereſting to the country at large, an idea of the ge- 


neral diſpoſition- to rioting and violence that prevails 


in it, and that the Diſſenters are the objects of it. 
Mr. Pitt very juſtly obſerved, in his ſpeech-on the 
ſubject of the r1ors in Birmingham, that it was © the 
« efferveſcence of the public mind.” Indeed the 
effervefeible matter has exiſted in this country ever 
ſince the civil wars in the time of Charles I. and it 
was particularly apparent in the reign of queen Ann. 


But the power of government under the former princes 
of 


to 
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of che Houſe of Hanover prevented its doing any 
miſchief. The late events ſhew that this power is 
no longer exerted as it uſed to be, but that, on the 
contrary, there prevails an idea, well or ill founded, 
that tumultuary proceedings againſt Diſſenters will 
not receive any effectual diſcouragement. After 
what has taken place with reſpect to Birmingham, 
all idea of much hazard for inſulting and abuling the 
Diſſenters is entirely vaniſhed; whereas the diſpo- 
ſition to injure the Catholics was effectually checked 
by the proceedings of the year 1780. From that 
timo they have been ſafe, and I rejoice in it. But 
from the year 1791, the Diſſenters have been more 
expoſed to inſult and outrage than ever. 


Having fixed myſelf at Clapton; unhinged as I 


had been, and having loſt the labour of ſeveral years; 


yet flattering myſelf chat I ſhould end my days here, 
I took a long leaſe of my houſe, and expended a con- 
ſiderable ſum in improving it, I alſo determined, 
with the aſſiſtance of my friends, to reſume my philo- 


ſophical and other purſuits ; and after an interruption 


amounting to about two years, it was with a pleaſure 
that I cannot deſcribe, that I entered my new labora- 
tory, and began the moſt common preparatory pro- 
ceſſes, with a view to ſome original inquiries. With 
what ſucceſs I have laboured, the public has already 


in ſome meaſure ſeen, and may ſee more hereafter. 


But though I did not chooſe (notwithſtanding I 
found myſelf expoſed to continual inſult) to leave my 
native country, I found it neceſſary to provide for 
&y ſons elſewhere, My eldeſt ſon was ſettled in a 
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buſineſs, which promiſed to be very advantageous, at 
Mancheſter ;. but his partner, though a man of li- 
berality himſelf, informed him, on perceiving the 
general prevalence of the ſpirit which produced the 
riots in Birmingham, that, owing to his relationſhip 
to me, he was under the neceſſity of propoſing a ſe- 
paration, which accordingly took place. 

On this he had an invitation to join another con- 
nexion, in a buſineſs in which the ſpirit of party 
could not have much affected him; but he declined 
it. And after he had been preſent at the aſſizes at 
Warwick, he conceived ſuch an idea of this country, 
that I do not believe that any propoſal, however ad- 
vantageous, would have induced him to continue in 
it; ſo much was he affected on perceiving his father 
treated as I had been. 

Determining, to go to America, where he had no 
proſpect but that of being a farmer, he wiſhed to 
ſpend a ſhort time with a perſon who has greatly diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in that way, and one who from 
his own general principles, and his friendſhip for 
myſelf, would have given him the beſt advice and 
aſſiſtance in his power. He, however, declined it, 
and acknowledged ſome time after, that had it been 
known, as it muſt have been, to his landlord, that 
he had a ſon of mine with him, he feared he ſhould 
have been turned out of his farm. 

My ſecond ſon, who was preſent both at the riot, 
and the aſſizes, felt more indignation. ſtill, and wil- 
lingly liſtened to a propoſal to ſettle in France; and 
there his reception was but too flattering. However, 

| Gn 
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en the breaking out of the war with this country, all 
mercantile proſpects being ſuſpended, he wiſhed to 
go to America. There his eldeſt and youngeſt 
brother have joined him, and they are now looking 

out for a ſettlement, having as yet no fixed views. 
The neceſſity I was under of ſending my ſons out 
of this country, was my principal inducement to ſend 
the little property that I had out of it too; ſo that I 
had nothing in England beſides my library, appa- 
ratus, and houſchold goods. By this, I felt myſelf 
greatly relieved, it being of little conſequence where 
a man already turned ſiæxty ends his days. Whatever 
good or evil I have been capable of, is now chiefly 
done; and I truſt that the ſame conſciouſneſs of inte- 
grity, waica has ſupported me hitherto, will carry me 
through any thing that may yet be reſerved for me. 
Seeing, however, no great proſpect of doing much 
good, or having much enjoyment, here, I am now 
preparing to follow my ſons ; hoping to be of ſome 
uſe to them an their preſent unſettled ſtate, and that 
Providence may yet, advancing in years as I am, 

find me ſome ſphere of uſcfulneſs along with them. 
As to the great odium that I have incurred, the 
charge of /e4ition, or my being an enemy to the con- 
ſticution or peace of my country, is a mere pretence 
for.it; though it has been ſo much urged, that it is 
now generally believed, and all attempts to unde- 
ccive the public with reſpect to it avail nothing at 
all. The whole courſe of my ſtudies, from early 
life, ſhews how little politics of any kind have been 
my objeck. Indeed to have wriczen fo much as [I 
have 
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have in Zbeology, and to have done ſo much in ewperi- 
mental philoſophy, and at the ſame time to have had 
my mind occupied, as it is ſuppoſed to have been, 
with ſactious politics, I muſt have had faculties more 
than human. Let any perſon only caſt his eye over 
the long liſt of my publications, and he will ſee that 
they relate almoſt wholly to theology, philoſophy, or 
general literature. | 

I did, however, when I was a younger man, and 
before it was in my power to give much attention 
to philoſophical! purſuits, write a ſmall anonymous 
political pamphlet, on the State of Liberty in this 
Country, about the time of Mr. Wilkes's election for 

liddleſex, which gained me the acquaintance, and 1 

may ſay the friendſhip, of Sir George Savile, and 
which 1 had, the happineſs to enjoy as long as he 
lived, | 

At the requeſt alſo of Dr. Franklin and Dr. Fo- 
*hergill, I wrote an addreſs to the Diſſenters on the 
ſubject of the approaching rupture with America, a 
pamphlet which Str George Savile, and my other 
friends, circulated in great numbers, and it was 
thought with ſome effect. 

Afte * this I entirely ceaſed to write any thing on 


the ſubject of politics, except as far as the buſineſs of 


the 7% 42, and of Civil Eftabliſhments of Religion, 
had a connexion with politics. And though, at the 
recommendation of Dr, Price, I was preſently after 
this taken into the family of the Marquis of Lanf- 
downe, and ] entered into almoſt all his views, as 
thinking them yuſt and liberal, I never wrote a ſingle 

pamphlet, 
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pamphlet, or even a paragraph in a newſpaper, all 
the time that I was with him, which was ſeven years. 

1 never preached a political ſermon in my life, un- 
leſs ſuch as, I believe, all Diſſenters uſually preach 
on the fifth of November, in favour of civil and re- 
lizious liberty, may be ſaid to be political. And on 
theſe occaſions, I am confident, that I never ad- 
vanced any ſentiment but ſuch as, till of late years, 
would have tended to recommend, rather than 
render me obnoxious, to thoſe who direct the admi- 
niſtration of this country. And the doctrines which 
adopted when young, and which were even popular 
then (except with the clergy, who were at that time 
generally diſaffected to the family on the throne) I 
cannot abandon, merely becauſe the times are ſo 
changed, that they are now become unpopular, and, 
the expreſſion and communication of them hazardous. 
Farther, though I by no means diſapprove of 
focieties for political information, ſuch as are now 
every where diſcountenanced, and generally ſup- 
preſſed, I never was a member of any of them; nor, 
mdeed, did I ever attend any public meeting, if E 
could decently avoid it, owing to habits acquired in 
ſtudious and retired life, 
From a miſtake of my talents and diſpoſition, I 
was invited by many of the departments in France,, 
to repreſent them in the preſent National Conven- 
tion, after J had been made a citizen of France, on. 
account of my being conſidered as one who had been, 
perſecuted for my attachment to the cauſe of liberty 
here, But though the invitation was repeated with. 
| 1 the 
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the moſt flattering importunity, I never heſitated 
about declining it. 

I can farther ſay with reſpect to politics, concern- 
ing which I believe every Engliſhman has ſome 
Opinion or other (and at preſent, owing to the pe- 
culiar nature of the preſent war, it is almoſt the only 


topic of general converſation) that, except in com- 


pany, I hardly ever think of the ſubject, my reading, 
meditation, and writing, being almoſt wholly en- 
groſſed by theology, and philoſophy ; and of late, as 
for many years before the riots in Birmingham, I 
have ſpent a very great proportion of -my time, as 
my friends well know, in my laboratory. 

If, then, my real crime has not been ſedition, or 
treaſon, what has it been? For every ee muſt 
have ſome adequate cauſe, and therefore the odium 
that I have incurred muſt have been owing to ſome- 
thing in my declared ſentiments, or conduct, that has 
expoſed me to it. In my own opinion, it cannot 
have been any thing but my open hoſtility to the 


. doctrines of the eſtabliſhed church, and more eſpe- 


cially to all civil eſtabliſhments of religion whatever. 
This has brought upon me the implacable reſent- 
ment of the great body of the clergy; and they have 
found other methods of oppoſing me beſides argu- 
ment, and that uſe of the preſs which is equally open 
to us all. They have alſo found an able ally and 
champion in Mr. Burke, who (without any provo- 
cation except that of anſwering his book on the 
French Revolution) has taken ſeveral opportunities 


of inveighing againſt me, in a place where he knows 


I cannot 
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1 cannot reply to him, and from which he alſo 
knows that his accuſation will reach every corner of 
the country, and conſequently thouſands of perſons, 
who will never read any writings of mine“ . They 
have had another, and ſtill more effectual vehicle 
of their abuſe in what are called the tregſury neuiſ- 
papers, and other popular publications. 

By theſe and other means, the ſame party ſpirit 
which was the cauſe of the riots in Birmingham, has 
been increaſing ever ſince, eſpecially in that neigh- 
bourhood ; a remarkable inſtance of which may be 
ſeen in a Letter addreſſed, but not ſent, to me from 
Mr. Foley, rector of Stourbridge, who acknowledges 
the ſatisfaction that he and his brethren have re- 
ceived from one of the groſſeſt and coarſeſt pieces 
of abuſe of me that has yet appeared, which, as a 
curious ſpecimen of the kind, I inſerted in the Ap- 
pendix of my Appeal, and in which I am repreſented 
as no better than Guy Fawkes, or the devil himſelf. 
T his very Chriſtian divine recommends to the mem- 
bers of the eſtabliſhed church to decline all commer- 
cial dealings with Diſſenters, as an effectual method 
of exterminating them. Defce's Shorteft Way wwith the 


* Mr. Burke having ſaid in the Houſe of Commons, that 
* I was made a citizen of France on account of my declared 
& hoſtility to the conſtitution of this country,” I, in the public 
papers, denied the charge, and called upon him for the proofs of 
it. As he made no reply, in the preface to my F.ſt Sermon of 
the laſt year, 1 ſaid, p. 9, that it ſufficiently appeared that he 
ce had neither ability to maintain his charge, nor virtue to retract 
* it.” A year more of filence on his part having now elapſed, 
this is become more evident than belore. 


Difenters, 
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_ Diffenters*, would have taught him a more effectual 


method ſtill. And yet this Mr. Foley, whom I never 
ſaw, and who could not have had any particular cauſe 
of enmity to me, had, like Mr. Madan of Birming- 
ham, a character for liberality. What, then, have we 
to expect from others, when we find fo much bigotry 
and rancour in ſuch men as theſe ? 

Many times, by. the ,encouragement of perſons 
from whom better things might have been ex- 
pected, I have been burned in effigy along with 
Mr. Paine; and numberleſs inſulting and threat- 
ening letters have been ſent to me from all parts 
of the kingdom. It is not poſſible for any man 


to have conducted himſelf more peaceably than I 


have done all the time that I have lived at Clapton, 
yet it has not exempted me not only from the worlt 
ſuſpicions, but very groſs inſults, A very friendly 


and innocent club, which I found in the place, has 


been conſidered as Jacobine chiefly on my account; 
and at one time there was cauſe of apprehenſion that 
I ſhould have been brought into danger for lending 
one of Mr. Paine's books. But with ſome difficulty 
the neighbourhood was ſatisfied that I was innocent. 
As nothing had been paid to me on account of 
damages in the riot, when I publiſhed the ſecond 
part of my Appeal to the public on the ſubject, it 
may be proper to ſay, that it was paid ſome time in 
the beginning of the year 1793, with intereſt only 
from the firſt. of January of the ſame year, though 
the injury was received in July, 1791 ; when equity 
A tract written in a grave ironical ſtile, adviſing to hang them all. 
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evidently required, that it ought to have been allow- 
ed from the time of the riot, eſpecially as, in all the 
caſes, the allowance was far ſhort of the loſs. In my 
caſe it fell ſhort, as I have ſhewn, not leſs than two 
thouſand pounds. And the loſſes ſuſtained by the other 
ſufferers far exceeded mine. Public juſtice alſo re- 
quired that, if the forms of law, local enmity, or any 
other cauſe, had prevented our receiving full indem- 
nification, it ſhould have been made up to us from 
the public treaſury ; the great end of all civil govern- 
ment being protection from violence, or an indemni- 
fication for it. Whatever we might in equity claim, 
the country owes us, and, if it be juſt, will ſome time 
or other pay, and with intereſt, 

I would farther obſerve, that ſince, in a variety of 
caſes, money is allowed where the injury is not of a 
pecuniary nature, merely becauſe no other compen- 
fation can be given, the fame ſhould have been done 
with reſpect to me, on account of the deſtruction of 
my manuſcripts, the interruption of my purſuits, the 
loſs of a pleaſing and advantageous ſituation, &c. 
&c. and had the injury been ſuſtained by a clergy- 
man, he would, I doubt not, have claimed, and been 
allowed, very large damages on this account, So 
far, however, was there any idea of the kind in 9 
favour, that my counſel adviſed me to make no 
mention of my manuſcript Ledures en the Conſtitution 
ond Laws of England, a work about as large as that 
of Blackſtone (as may be ſeen by the ſyllabus of the 
particular lectures, ſixty- three in all, publiſhed in the 
firſt edition of my F/ay on @ Courſe of liberal Educa- 

tion 
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tion for civil and active Life) becauſe it would be 
raken for granted that they were of ſeditious nature, 
and would therefore have been of diſſervice to me 
with the jury. Accordingly they were, in the ac- 
count of my loſſes, included in the article of ſo much 
paper. After theſe loſſes, had I had nothing but the 
juſtice of my country to look to, I muſt have ſunk 
under the burden, incapable of any farther exertions. 
It was the ſcaſonable generoſity of my friends that 
prevented this, and put it in my power, though with 
the unavoidable loſs of near two years, to reſume my 
former purſuits, 

A farther proof of the exceſſive bigotry of this 
country is, that, though the clergy of Birmingham, 
refenting what I advanced in the firſt part of my 
Appeal, rephed to it, and pledged themſelves to go 
through with the enquiry along with me, till the 
whole truth ſhould be inveſtigated, they have made 
no reply to the Second Part of my Appeal, in which I *. 
brought ſpecific charges againſt themſelves, and 
other perſons by name, proving them to have been , th 
the promoters and abettors of the riot ; and yet they 
have as much reſpect ſhewn to them as ever, and th 
the country at large pays no attention to it. Had 85 

the clergy been the injured perſons, and Diſſenters * 
the rioters, unable to anſwer the charges brought Qc 
a 

Uf 

th 


againſt them, ſo great would have been the general 

indignation at their conduct, that I am perſuaded it 

would not have been poſſible for them to continue in 
the country. 

I could, if I were ſo diſpoſed, give my readers 
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thany more inſtances of the bigotry of the clergy of 
the church of England with reſpect to me, which.could 
not fail to excite, in generous minds, equal indigna- 
tion and contempt ; but I forbear. Had I, however, 
foreſeen what I am now witneſs to, I certainly ſhould 
not have made any attempt to replace my library 
or apparatus, and I ſoon repented of having done it. 
But this being done, I was willing to make ſome uſe 
of both before another interruption of my purſuits. 
I began to philoſophize, and make experiments, 
rather late in life, being near forty, for want of 
the neceſſary means of doing any thing in this way; 
and my purſuits have been much interrupted by re- 
movals (never indeed choſen by myſelf, but rendered 
neceſſary by circumſtances) and my time being now 
ſhort, I hoped to have had no occaſion for more 

than one, and that a final, remove. But the circum- 

ſtances above mentioned have induced me, though 
with great and ſincere regret, to undertake another, 
and to a greater diſtance than any that I have hi- 
therto made. 

I profeſs not to be unmoved by the aſpect of 
things exhibited in this Diſcourſe. But notwithſtand- 
ing this, I ſhould willingly have awaited my fate in 
my native country, whatever it had been, if I had 
not had ſons in America, and if I did not think that 
a field of public uſefulneſs, which is evidently cloſing 
upon me here, might open to more advantage 
there. | 

I alſo own that I am not unaffected by ſuch unex- 
ampled puniſhments as thoſe of Mr. Muir and my 
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friend Mr. Palmer, for offences, which, if, in the 
eye of reaſon, they be any at all, are flight, and very 
inſufficiently proved; a meaſure ſo ſubverſive of that 
freedom of ſpeaking and acting, which has hitherto 
been the great pride of Britons. But the ſentence of 
Mr. Winterbotham, for delivering from the pulpit 
what I am perfuaded he never did deliver, and 


which, ſimilar evidence might have drawn upon my- 


ſelf, or any other diſſenting miniſter, who was an 
object of general diſlike, has ſomething in it (tilt 
more alarming*. But I truſt that conſcious inno- 
| cence 


I truſt that the friends of liberty, eſpecially among the Diſ- 
ſenters, will not fail to do every thing in their power to make 
Mr, Winterbottom's confinement, and alſo the ſufferings of Mr. 
Palmer and his companions, as caſy to them as poſſible. Having 
been aſſiſted in a ſeaſon of perſecution myſelf, I ſhould be very ill 
deſerving of the favours I have received, if I was not particularly 
deſirous of recommending ſuch caſes as theirs to general con- 
ſideration. Here difference in religious ſentiment is leaſt of all 
to be attended to. On the contrary, let thoſe who in this reſpect 
differ the moſt from Mr. Winterbottom, which is my own caſe, 
exert themſelves the moſt in his favour. When men of unqueſ- 
tionable integrity and piety ſuffer in conſequence of acting (as 
ſuch perſons always will do) from a principle of con/tience, they 
muſt command the reſpect even of their enemies, if they alſo act 
from principle, though they be thereby led to proceed in an op- 
polite direction. 

The caſe of men of education and reflection (and who act from 
the beſt intentions with reſpect to the community) committing 
what only fate policy requires to be conſidered as crimes, but 
which are allowed on all hands to imply no moral turpitude, ſo 
as to render them unfit for heaven and happineſs hereafter, is not 


to be confounded with that of common felons. There was no- 


thing in the conduct of Louis XIV. and his miniſters, that ap- 
peared ſo ſhocking, ſo contrary to all ideas of juſtice, humanity 
and decency, and that has contributed more to * their me- 
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eence would ſupport me as it does him, under 
whatever prejudiced and violent men might do to 
me, as well as /ay of me. But I ſee no occaſion to 
expoſe myſelf to danger without any proſpect of do- 
ing good, or to continue any longer in a country in 
which I am fo unjuſtly become the object of gene- 
ral diſlike, and not retire to another, where I have 


reaſon to think I ſhall be better received. And I 


truſt that the ſame good Providence which has at- 
tended me hitherto, and made me happy in my pre- 
ſent ſituation, and all my former ones, will attend 
and bleſs me in what may ſtill be before me. In all 
events, The will of God be done. 

I cannot refrain from repeating again, that I 
leave my native country with real regret, never 
expecting to find any where elſe ſociety fo ſuited 
to my diſpoſition and habits, fuch friends as I 
have here (whoſe attachment has been more than 
a balance to all the abuſe I have met with from 
others) and eſpecially to replace one particular Chriſ- 
tian friend, in whoſe abſence I ſhall, for ſome time at 
leaſt, find all the world a blank. Still leſs can I expect 
to reſume my favourite purſuits, with any thing like 
the advantages I enjoy here. In leaving this country 
I alſo abandon a ſource of maintenance, which I can 
but ill bear to loſe. I can, however, truly ſay, that I 


mory execrated, than ſending ſuch men as Mr. Marolles, and 
other eminent Proteſtants, who are now revered as ſaints and 
martyrs, to the gallies, along with the vileſt miſcreants; Com- 
pared with this, the puniſhment of death would be mercy. I 
truſt that, in time, the Scots in general will think theſe meaſures 
a diſgrace to their country. 


leave 
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leave it without any reſentment, or. ill will, On the 
contrary, I ſincerely wiſh my countrymen all happi- 
nes; and when the time for reflection (which my 
abſence. may accelerate) ſhall come, my countrymen, 
I am. confident, will do me more juſtice. They 
will. be convinced that every ſuſpicion they have 
been led to entertain to my diſadvantage has been 
ill founded, and that I have even ſome claims to their 
gratitude and eſteem. In this caſe, I ſhall look with 
fatisfaQtion to the time when, if my life be prolonged, 
I may viſit my friends in this country ; and perhaps 
I may, notwithſtanding my removal for the preſent, 
find a grave (as I believe is naturally the wiſh of 
every man} in the land that gave me birth, 
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REPENT YE, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT 
HAND | MATT. ili. 2. 


Turs was the great burden of the preaching of 
both John the Baptiſt and of our Saviour, But as 
that kingdom of heaven, the approach of which they 
announced, and which, by our Saviour's direction, is 
the ſubject of our daily prayers, is not yet come, 
but much nearer than it was in their time, there 
muſt be a greater propriety in urging this exhorta- 
tion at preſent, than there has ever yet been. It is 
nothing but repentance that can prepare ſinful men 
(and all men are more or leſs ſinners) to derive any 
advantage from this kingdom, in which Chriſt and 
the ſaints ſhall bear rule; that new ſtate of the 
heavens and of the earth, in which righteouſneſs only 
will dwell, And being a ſecond time called upon 
by our rulers to humble ourſelves before God, on 
account of the calamities we already feel, and thoſe 
that we have reaſon to fear, and repentance being 


B the 


2 Faſt Sermon, | 
the only means of averting his anger, and procuring 
a ceſſation, or mitigation, of his heavy judgments, [ 
ſhall take this opportunity of urging it, from that 
very critical and truly alarming ſituation, in which 
almoſt the whole of Europe now finds itſelf, and this 
country of ours, as having moſt at ſtake, perhaps 
more than any other. 

If we can learn any thing concerning what is be- 
fore us, from the language of prophecy, great ca- 
lamities, ſuch as the world has never yet experi- 
enced, will precede that happy ſtate of things, in 
which * the kingdoms of this world will become the 
© kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and theſe ca- 
lamities will chiefly affect thoſe nations which have 
been the ſeat of the great antichriſtian power; or, as 
all Proteſtants, and I believe juſtly, ſuppoſe, have 
been ſubject to the ſee of Rome. And it appears to 
me highly probable, as I hinted in my laſt diſcourſe 


on this occaſion, that the preſent diſturbances in 


Europe are the beginning of thoſe very calamitous 
times. I therefore think there is a call for unuſual 
ſeriouſneſs, and attention to the courſe of Divine 
Providence, that when * the judgments of God are 
© abroad in the earth, the inhabitants thereof may 
© learn righteoutnels,” fo as to be prepared for what- 


ever events the now rapid wheels of time may diſ- 


cloſe. Let us then, my brethren, make a ſerious 
pauſe. Let us look back to the antient prophecies, 
and compare them with the preſent ſtate' of things 
around us, and let us then look to ourſelves, to our 
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own ſentiments and conduct, that we may feel and 
act as our peculiar circumſtances require. 

The future happy ſtate of the world, when the 
Jews ſhall be reſtored to their own country, and be 
at the head of all the nations of the earth, was firſt 
diſtinctly mentioned by Iſaiah, and other prophets 
who were nearly cotemporary with him ; but it was 
firſt denominated the kingdom of heaven, and an- 
nounced as to be adminiſtered by the Son of Mar, or 
the Meſſiah, by Daniel. It was, however, by other 
prophets, given to a deſcendant of David. All 
Chriſtians conſider Jeſus as this deſcendant of David, 
or the promiſed Meſſiah. The miſtake which the 
Jews were under, aroſe from their wholly overlook- 
ing the ſuffering ſtate of the MeMah, and imagining 
that his fr/# coming would be that mentioned by 
Daniel, in the clouds of heaven; and conſequently that 
his kingdom would commence on his firſt appear- 
ance, 

Jeſus, knowing himſelf to be the Meſſiah, never 
demed that, at a proper time, he would appear as a 
King; nor could there have been at that time any 
uncertainty about the meaning of the term king. 
When Pilate aſked Jefus' if he was a king, he ac- 
knowledged it, and added that he was ſent to bear 
witneſs to that, as well as to other truths ; though, to 
obviate the jealouſy of Pilate, and the Roman go- 
vernment, he ſaid that his kingdom was not of this 
world; ſo that it did not interfere with the govern- 
ments which then exiſted in the world, being that 


B 2 kingdom 


_ — — — << 22 


CLOS a 
— —— —  — 0 


4 Fat Sermon, 

kingdom of heaven which was to take place hereafter, 
and to be exerciſed upon maxims very different 
from thoſe of the then exiſting kingdoms. 

Jeſus alſo ſaid that, when he ſhould reign, his 
apoſtles would reign'with him, and that they ſhould 
© fit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
© of Ifrael.” Paul alſo faid, that © the ſaints ſhall 
« judge the world.” And it is remarkable that, in 
the original prophecy of Daniel, the adminiſtration 
of 'this kingdom of heaven is not ſaid to be wholly 
confined to one perſon, but to be extended to many, 
Dan. vii. 18. The ſaints of the Moſt High ſhall 
© take the kingdom, and poſſeſs the kingdom for 
© ever, even for ever and ever;' ver. 27. And the 
© kingdom, and dominion, and the greatneſs of the 
© kingdom, under the whole heaven, ſhall be given 
© to the people of the ſaints of the Moſt High, wholc 
© kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and all do- 
© minions ſhall ſerve, and obey him, or rather, 


© obey it. 


That this will be a proper kingdom, though a 
kingdom of righteouſneſs, the object of which will 
be the happineſs of the ſubjects of it, is farther evi- 
dent from the other kingdoms which are to be over- 
thrown in order to make way for it. For had it 
been that purely /piritual kingdom which ſome ſup- 
poſe, what occaſion was there for the deſtruction of 
the other kingdoms ; ſince they would not have in- 
terfered with it, but might have ſubſiſted at the ſame 
time? 
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In the firſt viſion of Nebuchadnezzar, interpreted 
by Daniel, this future kingdom of heaven is repre- 
ſented by a little ſtone, cut out of a mountain with- 
© out hands, which ſinote the image repreſenting the 
preceding kingdoms, Dan. ii. 34. and © brake it to 
pieces, when itſelf © became a great mountain, 
filling the whole earth.” In the interpretation of 
this viſion, ver. 44, it is ſaid, In the days of theſe 
kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom 
© which ſhall never be deſtroyed, and the kingdom 
* ſhall not be left to other people, but it ſhall break 
© in pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it 
* ſhall ſtand for ever; evidently in the place of the 
other kingdoms. It is, therefore, an inſtitution 
adapted to anſwer the purpoſe of them, but in a 
much better manner. 


This kingdom, however, a kingdom of truth and 


righteouſneſs, will not be eſtabliſhed without the 


greateſt convulſions, and the violent overthrow of 
other kingdoms. Every deſcription, figurative or 
otherwiſe, of this great revolution, clearly implies 
violence, and conſequently great calamity. The lit- 
tle ſtone ſiniting the image, and breaking it in pieces, is 
far from giving an idea of a peaceable revolution, 
but one that will be effected with great violence, 
and in a ſhort time. The following language is pe- 
culiarly emphatical. Then was the iron, the clay, 
the braſs, the ſilver, and the gold,” (all the materi- 
rials of which the image conſiſted) © broken to pieces 
* together, and became as the chaff of the ſummer 


B 3 © floor, 


2 — OO 
a ns a a DO CAA — — 
2 2 — — 


6 Faſt Sermon, 


© floor, and the wind carried them away, and n 
© place was found for them; and the ſtone that 
© {mote the image became a great mountain, and 
© filled the whole earth. In the interpretation it is 
ſaid, ver. 44, that this new kingdom ſhall break in 
© pieces, and conſume all the other kingdoms.” 

The ſame awful concluſion may be drawn from 
the language uſed in the correſponding viſion of 
Daniel himſelf, in the firſt year of Belſhazzar, in 


which the four great empires, which in Nebuchad- 


_ nezzar's dream had been repreſented by the four 
metals, of which the image that he ſaw conſiſted, 
are repreſented by four beaſts, and the laſt of them is 
ſaid (Dan. vii. 11) not to die a natural death, but 
to be flain, and moreover, his body deftroyed, aud given 
to the burning flame. As, 1n the former viſion, the 
ten kingdoms, into which the laſt, or the Roman 
empire was to be divided, were repreſented by the 
ten toes of the image; in this viſion of Daniel they 
are repreſented by the ten horns of the laſt beaſt. 
Theſe are ſaid to be ten kingdoms, or thrones, and 
theſe thrones are ſaid to be caſt down, Dan. vii. 9. 
clearly implying violence in their diſſolution. 

In the language of prophecy, great, and eſpecially 
ſudden revolutions, in kingdoms and ſtates, are fre- 
quently repreſented by earthquakes; and alſo the 
ſupreme powers on earth by the ſup, moon, and ſtars. 
And, in agreement with the preceding view, ſug- 
geſted by Daniel, the prophet Haggai, who wrote 
after him, to comfort his countrymen in their low 

; and 
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and diſtreſſed circumſtances, and gloomy proſpects, 
when they were erecting a poor and contemptible 
temple, compared with that of Solomon, aſſures 
them, that the glory of the latter houſe, meaning, I 
am perſuaded, not the houſe they were then build- 
ing, for that was taken down by Herod; nor yet 
that of Herod, but the 44% houle, the glorious tem- 
ple deſcribed by Ezekiel, as to be built after the re- 
turn of the Jews to their own country, ſhould be 
greater than that of the former houſe built by Solo- 
mon. Haggai deſcribes the great revolution that 
js to precede it in the following manner. Hag. ii. 6. 


© For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Yet once it is a4 


© little while, and I will ſhake the heavens and the 
© earth, and the ſea, and the dry land, and I will 
© ſhake all nations, and the deſire of all nations ſhall 
© come, and I will fill this houſe with glory, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts. The glory of this latter houſe ſhall 
© be greater than that of the former, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts; and in this place will I give peace, faith 
© the Lord of Hoſts” What can be this peace, but 
the future peaceful and happy ſtate of the world un- 
der the Meſſiah ? and what can be this /baking of the 
vations, that is to precede it, but great convulſions, 
and ſudden revolutions, ſuch as we ſee now beginning 
to take place ? 

The laſt great power that is foretold, as to ariſe 
among the ten kingdoms into which the Roman 


empire is to be divided, is repreſented by the litile 


horn, which is ſaid to ariſe after the ten, ſignifying, I 
B 4 doubt 
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doubt not, the Papal power. It is ſaid, Dan. vii. 20, 
© to have eyes, and a mouth that ſpake very great 
© things, whoſe look was more ſtout than his fellows, 
© which made war with the faints, and prevailed 
© againſt them, until the antient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the ſaints of the Moſt High, 
and the time came that the ſaints poſſeſſed the 
kingdom.“ This power, in the interpretation of 
the viſion, is ſaid to be one that ſhould © ſpeak great 
© words againſt the Moſt High, and to wear out the 
< ſaints of the Moſt High, and to think to change 
© times and laws.” It is added, © They ſhall be given 
into his hand until a time, and times, and the di- 
© yiding of time,” the very period for the duration 
of the great antichriſtian power in the Revelation. 
When the termination of this laſt power is de- 
ſcribed, it is ſaid, ver. 26, © The judgment ſhall fir, 
© and they ſhall take away his dominion, to conſume 
© and to deftroy it unto the end, which clearly im- 
plies nothing of a peaceable nature, but ſomething 
exceedingly violent and calamitous. 
This is, no doubt, the ſame awful period that is 
ſpoken of in the laſt chapter of Daniel, ch. xii. ver. 1, 
And at that time ſhall Michael ſtand up, the great 
© prinee which ſtandeth for the children of thy peo- 
© ple, and there ſball be a time of trouble, ſuch as 
© never was ſince there was a nation, even to that 
ſame time; and at that time thy people ſhall be 
* delivered, every one that ſhall be found written in 
* the book. And many of them that ſleep in the 
Xe | | © duſt 
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© duſt of the earth ſhall awake.“ For that the reſur- 
ſurrection, at leaſt in part, will take place at the 
commencement of this great period, 1s agreeable ta 
the uniform language of ſcripture on the ſubject. 
All the prophecies in the New Teſtament con- 
cerning the fall of Antichriſt, and the commencement 
of the proper kingdom of heaven, and of Chriſt, ex- 
actly correſpond with thoſe which I have quoted from 
the Old Teſtament. The ſecond coming of Chriſt is 
repreſented by the apoſtle Paul, 2 Theſ. i. 7, as an 
event exceedingly awful, and dreadful to the wicked. 
© He will be revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
© angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
© that know not God.” | 
That the great antichriſtian power is to be de- 
ſtroyed at this ſecond coming of Chriſt, and not pro- 
perly before, and therefore that its final deſtruction 
will be ſudden, is evident from what the ſame apoſtle 
ſays afterwards, 2 Theſ. ii. 8. © Then ſhall that wicked 
© one be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume 
« with the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with 
© the brightneſs of his coming, even him whoſe 
© coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
© power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with all 
« deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, in them that 
© periſh;* characters ſufficiently evident of the church 
of Rome. | 
The account that is given, in the book of Reve- 
lation, of the commencement of the Jaſt great pe- 


riod, ſignified by the blowing of the ſeventh trumpet, 
when 
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when the kingdoms of the earth are to become the 
kingdoms of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. ii. 15, is 
immediately preceded by the third, and probably far 
the greateſt of the three woes, the firſt of which was 
eccaſioned by the conqueſts of the Saracens, and the 
ſecond by thoſe of the Turks, as the order of the 
events deſcribed under the preceding trumpets evi- 
dently implies. And the ſtate of things at this time 
is deſcribed in the following emphatical language of 
the four and twenty elders, who are ſaid, on this oc- 
caſion, to fall on their faces, and to worſhip God, 
Rev. xi. 17. We give thee thanks, O Lord God 
* Almighty, who art, and waſt, and art to come, be- 
© cauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power and 
© haſt reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy 
© wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they 
© muſt be judged, and that thou ſhouldeſt give re- 
ward to thy ſervants the prophets, and ſhouldeſt 
© deſtroy them that deſtroy the earth *. 

We have here a wonderful concurrence of great 
events, and among theſe 1s the anger of the nations, 
followed by the deſtruction of them that have deſtroyed 
the earth, Now how has the earth been deſtroyed 
by the men who have deſtroyed it, but by deſolating 
wars, and the deſtruction that has thereby been made 
of mankind? In like manner, then, may we con- 


On this ſubject I refer my readers to two ſermons lately 
publiſhed by the Rev. Elkanan Wincheſter, entitled The Three 
Woe Trumę eta, deſerving the ſerious conſideration of all Chriſtians, 
who are attentive to the ſigns of the times. 
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clude that thoſe deſtructive powers will themſelves 
be deſtroyed, probably by one another, in thoſe wars 
which the apoſtle James ſays ariſe from men's luſts, 
the luſt of ambition and revenge. And when, my 
brethren, have we ſeen, or heard of, ſuch anger and 
rage in nations, ſuch violence in carrying on war, 
and ſuch deſtruction of men, as at this very time? 
It is thought that the laſt campaign only has de- 
ſtroyed many more men than all the eight years of 
the American war, and probably more than the long 
war before it; and from the increaſed armaments of 
the belligerent powers, and their increaſing animo- 
ſity, it is probable that the approaching campaign 
will be more bloody than the laſt. 

What has more eminently contributed to deſtroy 
the earth, than the antichriſtian and idolatrous ec- 
cleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments of Chriſtianity, that have 
ſubſiſted in theſe weſtern parts of the world; many 
more perſons having been deſtroyed by Chriſtians, 
as they have called themſelves, than by . Heathens ? 
And do we not ſce one, and one of the principal, of 
thoſe eſtabliſhments already, and: completely, de- 
ſtroyed ? | 

A more highly wrought picture of the deſtruc- 
tion and ſlaughter of men, that will precede this glo- 
rious period in which © God will take to himſelf his 
* areat power and reign,” we find in the 19th chap- 
ter of the Revelation, which deſcribes the triumph 
of the ſaints on the occaſion. * After theſe things 1 
heard a great voice of much people in heaven, 

6 © ſaying, 


| 


« ſaying, Alleluia, Salvation, and glory, and honour, 
© and power, unto the Lord our God; for true and 
© right are his judgments. For he hath judged the 
© great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 
« fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his ſer- 
© yants at her hand.” That this has a connexion with 
the ſecond coming of Chriſt, appears from what im- 
mediately follows, ver. 11. And I ſaw heaven open- 
© ed, and behold a white horſe, and he that ſat upon 
© him was called faithful and true, and in righteouſ- 
© neſs he ſhall judge and make war. His eyes were 
© as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
* crowns, and he had a name written which no man 
© knew but he himſelf. And he was clothed in a 
< yeſture dipped in blood, and his name is called 
© THE WORD-oF GoD. And the armies which were 
© in heaven followed him upon white horſes, clothed 
jn fine linen, white and clean; and out of his mouth 
« goeth a ſharp ſword, that with it he ſhould ſmite 
© the nations; and he ſhall rule them with a rod of 
iron, and he treadeth the wine-preſs of the fierce- 
© neſs of the wrath of Almighty God. And he hath 
© on his veſture, and on his thigh, a name written, 
© KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

That there will be literally great ſlaughter of 
men on the occaſion, is clearly indicated in what 
follows, figurative and hyperbolical as the language 
is, ver. 17. And I ſaw an angel ſtanding in the ſun, 
© and he cried with a loud voice, ſaying to all the 
c fowls that fly in the midſt of heaven, Come and 


gather 
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gather yourſelves together, unto the ſupper of the 
great God, that ye may eat the fleſh of kings, and 
* the fleſh of captains, and the fleſh of mighty men, 
© and the fleſh of horſes, and them that ſit on them, 
© and the fleſh of all men, both free and bond, both 
© {mall and great.” 

The ſame is evident from the account of the 
pouring out of the third vial, Rev. xvi. 14, &c. 
© And the third angel poured out his vial on the ri- 
© yers and fountains of water, and they became 
© blood. And I heard the angel of the waters ſay, 
© Thou art righteous, O Lord, who art, and waſt, 
© and ſhalt be, becauſe thou haſt judged thus. For 
© they have ſhed the blood of ſaints and prophets, 
and thou haſt given them blood to drink, for they 
© are worthy.” 

That this great ſlaughter will be made on the de- 
ſtruction of the antichriſtian power, called in this 
book the beaſt, ſupported by the kings of the earth, is 
evident from the next verſes, ver. 19. And I ſaw 
© the beaſt, and the kings of the earth, and their 
© armies, gathered together, to make war againſt him 
< that fat on the horſe, and againſt his army. And 
© the beaſt was taken, and with him the falſe pro- 
© phet, that wrought miracles before him, with which 
© he deceived them that had received the mark of 
© the beaſt, and them that worſhipped his image. 
© Theſe were both caſt alive into a lake of fire 
© burning with brimſtone. And the remnant were 
© ſlain with the ſword of him that fat upon the horſe, 

© which 
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© which ſword proceeded out of his mouth, and all 
© the fowls were fillT with their fleſh.” 
After this follows the deſcription of the millennium, 


chap. xx. ver. 4. And I ſaw thrones, and they fat 


© upon them, and judgment was given unto them; 
and I faw the ſouls of them that were beheaded 
© for the witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of God, 
© and which had not worſhipped the beaſt, neither 


© his image, neither had received his mark upon 


their forehead, or in their hands, and they lived and 


< reigned with Chriſt a thouſand years. But the reſt 
© of the dead lived not again until the thouſand years 


© vere finiſhed. This is the firſt reſurrection. Bleſſ- 


©ed and holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſur- 
© re&tion. On ſuch the ſecond death hath no power, 
© but they ſhall be prieſts of God, and of Chrift, 
and they ſhall reign with him a thouſand 
© years.” 

To me it appears not improbable, that ſeveral 
circumſtances in our Saviour's prophecy concerning 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the deſolation of 
Judea, relate to this great and more diſtant period. 
For it was delivered in anſwer to a queſtion put to 
him by his diſciples, which reſpected both the events, 
on the idea of their being coincident. *© Tell us,” fay 


, they, Matt. xxiv. 3, when ſhall theſe things be, 


© and what ſhall be the ſign of thy coming, and of 
© the end of the age.” In anſwer to this, he ſays, 


firſt, as it is in Luke, whoſe account in this caſe 


ſcems to be the moſt orderly and diſtinct of any, 
| chap, 
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chap. xxi. ver. 9. But when ye ſhall hear of wars, 
© and commotions, be not terrific 1; for theſe things 
muſt firſt come to paſs, but the nd is not by and 
© by. Then ſaid he unto them, Nation ſhall riſe 
© againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom, and 
© great earthquakes ſhall be in divers places, and fa- 
mines, and peſtilences, and fearful ſights, and great 
* ſigns ſhall there be from heaven. But before all 
* theſe they ſhall lay their hands on you, and perſe- 
© cute you, delivering you up to the ſynagogues, and 
into priſons, being brought before kings and rulers 
© for my name's ſake.” 

I am the more inclined to think that ſome things 
in this prediction have this farther reference, becauſe 
in them Jeſus expreſsly quotes the language of Da- 
niel recited above, which unqueſtionably has this 
reference; as when he ſays, Matt. xxix. 20. There 
© ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the 
© beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever 
© ſhall be: And except thoſe days ſhould be ſhort- 
© ened, there ſhould no fleſh be ſaved, but for the 
© ele&t's ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened.” 

It ſeems ſtill more evident that this prediction ad- 
mits of this interpretation, from what follows, which 
exactly correſponds to the more antient prophecies. 
Mat. xxiv. 29. © Immediately after the tribulation of 
© thoſe days ſhall the ſun be darkened, and the moon 
not give her light, and the ſtars ſhall fall from 
© heaven, and the powers of the heavens ſhall be 
 #haken;* which are almoſt the very words of the 
Prophet 


* 
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prophet Haggai quoted above. * And then ſhall ap- 
© pear the ſign of the Son of Man in heaven. And 
© then ſhall all the tribes of the earth mourn. ' And 
© they ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
© of heaven, with power and great glory. And he 
* ſhall ſend his angels with a great ſound of a trumpet, 
© and they ſhall gather together his ele, from the 
© four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 
That this great tribulation was a diſtant event, 
and did not reſpect the Jews, but the Gentiles, is 
probable from Jeſus calling it, Luke xxi. 25, © the 
« diſtreſs of nations,” or © the nations,“ 1. e. the Gen- 
© tiles,” © men's hearts,” he ſubjoins, * failing them for 
© fear, and for looking after thoſe things which are 
© coming on the earth. For the powers of heaven 
© ſhall be ſhaken,” that is, there will be great convul- 
fions, and violent revolutions, in kingdoms and 
ſtates; © And then ſhall they ſee the Son of Man 
© coming in clouds, with power and great glory.“ 
That this tribulation is coincident with that which 
is to precede the reſtoration of the Jews, is probable 
from his ſaying immediately before, ver. 24, © Jeru- 
© falem ſhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, till the 
© times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” that is, till it hall 
come to be their turn to be puniſhed; - the deſtruc- 
tion of the Gentiles, who had oppreſſed the Jews, 
commencing with the reſtoration of that highly fa. 


voured nation. 


Jeſus farther ſays, Luke xxi. 2.2. © Theſe be the 
* days of vengeance, that all the things which are 
18991 © written 
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© written may be fulfilled.” Now the only days of 
- vengeance particularly announced by the antient 
prophets, to which Jeſus here alludes, relate to 
the judgments of God upon the Gentiles who had 
ſhewn enmity to the Jews, and eſpecially in their op- 
poſition to their re- ſettlement in their own country. 

There is nothing more clear in the whole compaſs 
of prophecy, as I have ſhewn on another occaſion, 
than that after the deſtined period for the diſperſion 
and calamities of the Jews, the heavieſt of all the di- 
vine judgrnents will fall upon thoſe nations by whom 
they ſhall have been oppreſſed; and this will involve 
almoſt all the nations of the world, but more eſpe- 
_ eially thoſe of theſe weſtern parts, which have been 
| ſubject firſt to the Roman empire, and then to the 
ſee of Rome. 

Moſes ſays, Deut. xxx. 7. The Lord thy God 
© will put all theſe'curſes' (thoſe which were threat- 
ened to fall upon them) © upon thine enemies, and 
upon them that hate thee, and perſecute thee.” Ila. 
Xliti. 25. © I will contend with them that contend 
© with thee, and I will fave thy children. And I will 
© feed them that oppreſs thee with their own fleſh, 
and they ſhall be drunken with their own blood, 
© as with ſweet wine, and all fleſh ſhall know that I, 
© Jehovah, am thy Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the 
© Mighty One of Jacob.” Zeph. iii. 19. Behold 
© at that time I will undo all that afflict thee.“ Jer. 
XXX. 11. Though I make a full end of all the na- 
"tions whicher I have ſcattered: thee, yet will I not 

So © make 
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© make a fut end of thee, but I will correct thee in 
© meaſure,” Ezekiel, ſpeaking of the happy times 
that will take place-on the reſtoration of the Jews, 
fays, chap. xxvili. ver. 26, © Yea they ſhall dwell 
© with confidence, when I have executed judgments 
© upon all thoſe that deſpiſe them round about them, 
© and they ſhall know that I am Jehovah their God.” 
Laſtly, Zechariah ſays, chap. xii. ver. 9. It ſhall 
© come to paſs in that day, that I will ſeek to deſtroy 
© all the nations that come againſt Jeruſalem.” 

That there is to be a day of vifitation for all the 
nations in this part of the world (all of whom have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves fo by their oppreſſion and 
maſſacre of the Jews) will now, | preſume, be ſuf- 
ficiently apparent, if there be any truth in prophecy. 
You will therefore naturally aſk, if there be any 

ground for thinking, that thoſe judgments are now 
about to take place; if ſo, how long they will pro- 
bably continue, and when will be the commencement 
of the glorious and happy times that are to follow, 

That thoſe great troubles, ſo frequently mention- 
ed in the antient prophecies, are now commencing, 
I do own I ſtrongly ſuſpect, as I intimated the laſt 
time that I addreſſed you on this occaſion; and the 
events of the laſt year have contributed to ſtrengthen 
that ſuſpicion ; the ſtorm, however, may ſtill blow 
over for the preſent; and the great ſcene of calamity 
be reſerved for fome future time, . I cannot 
think 1t will be deferred long. 


As to the preciſe time when the ſcene of calamity 
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will terminate, and the proper kingdom of Chriſt 
will commence, he himſelf did not know, either be- 
fore his death and reſurrection, or afterwards. When 
he was queſtioned on the ſubject, he expreſsly ſaid, 
Mark xiti. 32, But of that day, and that hour, 
© knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in 
© heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” When, 
after his reſurrection, the diſciples aſked him, ſaying, 
Acts i. 6, © Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore again 
the kingdom to Iſrael ?* he replied, © It is not for 
© you to know the times or the ſeaſons, which the 
© Father hath put in his own power.“ It is enough 
for-us to know the certainty of theſe great events, 
that our faith may not fail on the approach of the 
predicted calamity, confident that it will have the 
happieſt iſſue in God's own time. For the ſame 
Being who foretold the evil which we ſhall ſee come 
to paſs, has likewiſe foretold the good that is to fol- 
low 1t. 

That the ſecond coming of Chriſt will be coinci- 
dent with the commencement of the millennium, or 
the future peaccable and happy ſtate of the world 
(which, according to all the prophecies, will take 
place after the reſtoration of the Jews) is evident 
from what Peter ſaid, in his addreſs to the Jews, on 
the occaſion of his healing the lame man at the gate 
of the temple, Acts iii. 19. Repent ye, therefore, 
© and be converted, that your fins may be blotted 
© out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from 


© the preſence of the Lord. Andihe ſhall ſend Jeſus 
C 2 „ 
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© Chriſt, who before was preached unto you, whom 
© the heavens. muſt receive until the times of the 
© reſtitution of all things, which God hath ſpoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets ſince the world 
began.“ Now nothing is more evident than that 
the only period that can be called the time of the 
reſtitution of all things, or the paradiſiacal and happy 
ſtate of the world, foretold by the antient prophets, 
will follow the reſtoration of the Jews to their own 
country. This, and nothing elſe, is the great burden 
of all antient prophecy. 

That this will be a joyful event to the Jewiſh 
nation, when they will be convinced, perhaps by his 
perſonal appearance among them, that he is their 
promiſed Meſſiah, actually coming in the clouds of 
heaven, appears from what our Saviour himſelf ſays, 
Mat. xxi. 9. Luke xii. 35, © Verily I fay unto you, 
ye ſhall not ſee me until the time come when ye 
© ſhall ſay, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; the very cry at which the Scribes and 
Phariſees were fo much offended in the children, 
when Jeſus entered Jeruſalem. This very cry would 
then be that of the whole nation. 

But though our Saviour could not fix the time of 
his ſecond coming, or the commencement of his 
proper kingdom, he ſufficiently forewarned his diſci- 
ples of the ſigns of its approach, and of ſome circum- 
ſtances that will immediately precede it, to which it 
certainly behoves us to be attentive. 

Before this great event the goſpel is to be preach- 
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ed to all the world. Mat. xxiv. 14. © And this goſpel 


©of the kingdom ſhall be preached through all the 
© world, for a witneſs to all nations, and then ſhall the 
* end come.“ If by the whole world, we mean the 
Roman empire, this was accompliſhed before the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and therefore may refer to 
that event. But it may have a farther reference, and 
now there is hardly any nation that has not had an 
opportunity of having the goſpel preached to them; 
and the late wonderful extenſion of navigation, by 
which the whole of the habitable world has been ex- 
plored by Chriſtians, though this was by no means 
the object of the navigators, will, no doubt, be the 


means of carrying the knowledge of the goſpel to a 


greater extent than ever ; and the troubles of Europe 
will greatly contribute to the ſame end. Times of 
trouble make men ſerious. With theſe ſerious im- 
preſſions on their minds many will fly to diſtant 
countries, and carry the knowledge of the goſpel 
with them; and, it may be hoped, in greater purity, 

and conſequently more worthy of their acceptance, 

than it has hitherto appeared to them, 

Another preceding event, and of a more definite 
kind, is the great prevalence of infidelity, Luke 
xviii. 8. When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he 
© find faith in the earth.” Now the prevalence of in- 
fidelity of late years has been very remarkable in all 
countries in which antichriſtian hierarchies have been 
eſtabliſhed. And certainly all civil eſtabliſhments of 
Chriſtianity, f in which power is claimed to preſcribe 

"1452 articles 
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articles of faith, to make laws to bind the conſciences 
of Chriſtians, and inflict temporal puniſhments for 
the violation -of them, are properly antichriſtian, 
For, as Chriſtians, we are commanded to acknow- 
ledge no man maſter upon earth, fince one is our 

maſter, even Chriſt. | 
Moreover, ſuch abſurd doctrines have been eſta- 
bliſhed by human authority, and ſuch horrid puniſh- 
ments have been inflicted upon men for obeying the 
dictates of conſcience, under all thoſe hierarchies, pro- 
teſtant ones not excepted, that the minds of men have 
revolted at them ; and, ſhocked at ſuch enormities, 
have thrown off the belief and profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity altogether. This was long ago the caſe in 
Italy, where the enormities of the court of Rome 
were the moſt conſpicuous; and many of the cardi- 
nals, and ſome of the popes themſelves, are well 

known to have been unbelievers. 
That this has long been the caſe in France, is 
what no perſon acquainted with that country the laſt 
fifty years will deny. It is now become more gc- 
nerally known, becauſe it has. had a better opportu- 
nity of ſhewing itſelf, That, in ſimilar circumſtances, {i 
the ſame, or ſomething approaching to it, would not al 
appear to be the caſe with 45s, is more than thoſe-who t 
are acquainted with che ſtate of things in this reſpect w 
will vouch for. tl 
When I was myſelf in France in 1774, I ſaw ſuf- n 
ficient reaſon to believe, that hardly any perſon of ſe 
eminence, in church or ſtate, and eſpecially in the th 
leaſt degree eminent in philoſophy, or literature, 
| (whoſe 
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(whoſe opinions in all countries are, ſooner. or later, 
adopted. by others) were believers in Chriſtianity ; 
and no perſon will ſuppoſe that there has been any 
change in favour of Chriſtianity in the laſt twenty 
years. A perſon, I belieye now living, and one of 
the beſt informed men in the country, aſſured me, 
very gravely, that (paying me a compliment) I was 
the firſt perſon he had ever met with, of whoſe un- 
derſtanding he had any opinion, who pretended to 
believe Chriſtianity. To this all the company aſſent- 
ed. And not only were the philoſophers, and other 
leading men in France, at that time unbelievers in 
Chriſtianity, or deiſts, but athez/ts, denying the being 
of a God. Nay Voltaire himſelf, who was then living, 
was. conſidered. by them as a weak-minded man, be- 
cauſe, though an unbeliever 1n revelation, he believed 
in a God. 1 
When I aſked theſe gentlemen what it was that 
appeared to them ſo incredible in Chriſtianity, that 
they rejected it without farther examination (for 
they did not pretend to have employed much time 
on the ſubject) they mentioned the doctrines of tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and the trinity, as things too palpably 
abſurd to require any diſcuſſion. It is, without doubt, 
the civil eſtabliſnment oſ ſuch Chriſtianity as this, at 
which the common tenſe of mankind will ever revolt, 
that makes ſo many unbelievers of perſons who will 
not take the trouble to read the ſcriptures for them- 
ſelves, or who have not ſagacity or patience to ſee 
through the falſe gloſſes that have been ſo long put 
C4 upon 
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upon em Theſe ſyſtems, and the blindneſs and 
obſtinacy in the governing powers, in rejecting every 
propoſal of reforming the moſt palpable abuſes, and 
the moſt manifeſt oppreſſions, make unbelievers 
much faſter than all rational Chriſtians can unmake 
them. 
Nothing, however, can ever counteract the fatal 
influence of ſuch corrupt Chriſtianity, as is ſupported 
by theſe hierarchies, which are alſo intolerably ex- 
penſive and oppreſſive, but the exhibition of rational 
Chriſtianity, with its propet evidence, by unitarian 
Chriſtians. But theſe are yet ſo few, compared with 
the bulk of Chriſtians,” who are trinitarians, that 
ſuperficial obſervers, as unbelievers in general are, 
who judge by the great maſs, pay but little regard 
to their repreſentations. 

Happily, this infidehty is, in its turn, deſtroying 
thoſe antichriſtian eſtabliſhments which gave birth 


to it ; and when this great revolution ſhall be accom- 


pliſhed, genuine unadulterated chriſtianity, meeting 
with leſs obſtruction, will not fail to recommend and 
eſtabliſh: itſelf by its own evidence, and become the 
religion of the whole world. True Chriſtianity ſtands 
in no need of the aid of civil power. 

This was the idea of the great Sir Iſaac Newton, 
as appears from the evidence of the excellent Mr. 
Whiſton, in the following paſſage of his Eſay on the 
Revelation, 2d edition, p. 321. © SirTſaac Newton 
e had a * ſagacious conjecture, which he told 
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* Dr, Clarke, from whom I received it, that the 
« overbearing tyranny and perſecuting power of the 
« antichriſtian party, which hath ſo long corrupted 
« Chriſtianity, and enſlaved the Chriſtian world, 
* muſt be put a ſtop to, and broken to pieces by the 
tt prevalence of infidelity, for ſome time, before pri- 
cc mitive Chriſtianity could be reſtored ; which ſeems 
c to be the very means that is now working in Eu- 
te rope, for the ſame good and great end of Pro- 
tc yidence, Poſſibly he might think that our Sa- 
te viour's own words implied it: When the Son of 


e Man cometh ſhall he find faith on the earth? 


« Luke xviii. 8. See Conſtitut. Apoſt. vi. 18; 
* vii. 32; or poſſibly he might think no other way 
ee ſo likely to do it in human affairs; it being, I 
& acknowledge, too ſadly evident, that there is not 
te at preſent religion enough in Chriſtendom, to put 
te a ſtop to ſuch antichriſtian tyranny and perſecution, 
« upon any genuine principles of Chriſtianity.“ 

The concluding obſervation of Mr. Whiſton ap- 
pears to me to be very juſt. It ſeems probable that 
no Chriſtians, not even the freeſt, and boldeſt, would 
ever have done what was neceſſary to be done, to 
the overturning of theſe corrupt eſtabliſhments of | 
Chriſtianity, that unbelievers have lately done in 
France. 

This great event of the late revolution in France 
appears to me, and many others, to be not improba- 
bly the accompliſhment of the following part f che 

| | Revelation, 
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Revelation, chap. xi. 3. And the ſame hour there 
was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the 
city fell, and in the earthquake were ſlain of men 
(or literally, names of men) ſeven thouſand, and the 
© remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to God.“ 

An earthquake, as I have obſerved, may ſignify a 
great convulſion, and revolution, in ſtates; and as the 
Papal dominions were divided into ten parts, one of 
which, and one of the principal of them, was France, 
it is properly called 4 tenth part of the cliy, or of the 
myſtical Babylon. And if by names of men, we un- 
derſtand their titles, ſuch as thoſe of the nobility, and 
other hereditary diſtinctions, all of which are now 
aboliſhed; the accompliſhment" of the prediction will 
appear to be wonderfully exact. It is farther remarka- 
ble, that this paſſage immediately precedes what I have 
quoted before concerning the nations being angry, and 
the wrath of God being come, for the . of 
thoſs who have deftroyed the earth. | 

It is farther remarkable, that the kings of France 
were thoſe who gave the Popes their temporalities, 
and the rank they now hold among the princes of the 
world. And it is foretold, Rev. xvii. 16, that © thoſe 
* kings who gave their power and ſtrength unto the 
* beaſt, thele ſhall hate the whore, and ſhall make 
* her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh; and 
burn her with fire. For God has put it in their 
* hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree to give their 
© kingdoms unto the beaſt, until the words of God 
* ſhall be fulfilled.” | 
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May we. not hence conclude it to be highly pro- 
bable, that what has taken place in France will be 
done in other countries? But the total deſtruction 
of this great antichriſtian power ſeems to be reſerved 
for. the ſecand coming of. Chriſt in perſon, by the 
brightneſs of whoſe appearance, and not before, he is, 
according to the apoſtle Paul, to be completely de- 
firoyed. And with this view, as well as others, every 
Proteſtant Chriſtian ſhould ſay, * Come, Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly.” In the mean time, let us attend to 
the ſolemn admonition in the Revelation xvili. 4. 
© I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying, Come out of 
© her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her ſins, 
© and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her 
© ſins have reached unto heaven, and God hath re- 
© membered her iniquities “. 


* That the opinion here advanced, concerning the danger of 
the civil powers of Europe, in conſequence of their connexion 
with antichriſtian eccleſiaſtical ſyſtems, has been long 'eater- 
tained by me, may appear from the following extract from my 
Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity, vol. ii. p. 484. It is no- 
« thing but the alliance of the kingdom of Chriſt with the king- 
% doms of this world (an alliance which our Lord himſelf ex- 
« preſsly diſclaimed) that ſupports the groſſeſt corruptions of 
*« Chriltianityz and perhaps we muſt wait for the fall of the civil 
powers before this moſt unnatural alliance be broken. Cala- 
«© mitous, no doubt, will that time be. But what convulſion in 
te the political world ought to be a ſubje& of lamentation, if it 
« ve attended with ſo defirable an event? May the kingdom of 
« God, and of Chriſt, (that which I conceive to be intended 
« jn the Lord's Prayer) truly and fully come, though all the 
« kingdoms of the world be removed in order to make way for 
it.“ 
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As the ſecond coming of Chriſt will be during the 
general prevalence of infidelity, ſo it will be ſudden, 
and moſt unexpected. This is the language of our 
Saviour himſelf, Mat. xxiv. 37. As the days of 
Noah were, ſo ſhall the coming of the Son of Man 
be. For as in the days before the-flood, they were 
© eating, and drinking, marrying, and giving in mar- 
© riage, unto the.day that Noah entered into the ark, 
© and knew not till the flood came, and took them 
© all away, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of 
© Man be.“ Luke xvii. 28. Likewiſe, alſo as it 
was in the days of Lot. They did eat, they drank, 
© they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded. 
© Bu: the ſame day that Lot went out of Sodom, he 
© rained fire and brimſtone from heaven, and de- 
* ſtroyed them all. Even thus ſhall it be when the 
Son of Man is revealed. The apoſtle Paul alſo 
ſays, 1 Theſ. y. 2, * Yourſelves know perfectly, 
© that the day of the Lord ſo cometh as a thief in 
© the night. For when they ſhall ſay peace and 
* ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon them, 
| © as travail upon a woman with child, and they ſha]l 
© not eſcape.” 

But ſudden and unexpected as the coming of 
Chriſt will be, it will be moſt conſpicuous. Speaking 
of his return, he ſays, Mat. xxiv. 26. If they ſhall 
© ſay unto you, Behold he' (i. e. the Meſſiah) is in 
© the deſert, go not forth. Behold he is in the ſecret 
© chambers, believe it not. For as the lightning 
© cometh out ofthe caſt, and ſhineth even unto the 
« well, 
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© welt, ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of Man 
© be.” As the aſcent of Jeſus was conſpicuous, and 
probably leiſurely, ſo will be his deſcent. While 
the diſciples were viewing him as he aſcended, we 
read, Acts i. 10, © two men ſtood by them in white 
© apparel, who alſo faid, Ye men of Galilee, why 
© ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? This ſame Jeſus, 
© who 1s taken from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in 
© lke manner as ye have ſeen him go into heaven.” 
Here is no figurative language, no ambiguous ex- 


' preſſion. Neither is there in what the apoſtle ſays 


concerning the reſurrection of the virtuous dead, 
which will take place at the coming of Chriſt, 
which, in the Revelation is called the firft reſurrec- 
tion, 1 Theſ. iv. 14. © If we believe that Jeſus died, 
© and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who ſleep in Je- 
© ſus ſhall God bring with him. For this we ſay 
* unto you, by the word of the Lord, that we who 
are alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 
© ſhall have no advantage over thoſe who are aſleep. 
© For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven, 


with a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 


© with the trump of God, and the dead in Chriſt 
© ſhall riſe firſt. Then we who are alive, and re- 
© main, ſhall be caught up together with them in the 
© clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and ſo ſhall 
© we ever be with the Lord.” Again he fays, 1 Cor. 
XV. 51. © We ſhall not all ſleep, but we ſhall all be 
© changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
© at the laſt trump. For the trumpet ſhall ſound, and 
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© the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall 
© be changed.” 

The certainty of this great cataſtrophe ſhould be 
_ a ſufficient motive with all Chriſtians, who, as ſuch, 
entertain no doubt with reſpect to the fact, to keep it 
conſtantly in view, and to regulate their whole con- 
duct with a view to it. But if we apprehend it to be 
in a ſtricter ſenſe of the word really near, which, from 
the preſent aſpect of things, I own I am inclined to 
think may be the caſe, our attention is drawn to it in 
a moſt forcible manner. Did we really expect to ſee 
this great event, viz, the coming of Chriſt in the 
clouds of heaven, we ſhould hardly think or ſpeak of 
any thing elſe; ad the preſent commotions in the 
political world, extraordinary as they certainly are, 
would appear as nothing in . compariſon with it. 
What would otherwiſe be great, would, with reſpect 
to this, ſeem exceedingly /i7/le, and inſignificant. 

What then, my brethren, is the practical inference 
that we ſhould draw from finding, or even ſuſpect- 


ing, ourſelyes to be in chis ſituation, the kingdom of 


heaven being at hand, but to repent, and by a 
change of heart and of life to be prepared for it; that 
© when our Lord ſhall return, and take an account 
© of his ſervants, we may be found of him without 
© ſpot and blameleſs, and not be aſhamed before him 
* at his coming? Seeing, as the apoſtle Peter ſays, 
« we look for theſe things, what manner of perſons 
© ought we to be, in all holy converſation and god- 
© lineſs,” 
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The aſpect of things, it cannot be denied, is, in 
the higheſt degree, alarming, making life, and every 
thing in it, peculiarly uncertain, . What could have 
been more unexpected than the events of any one of 
the laſt four years, at the beginning of it? What a 
total revolution in the ideas, and conduct of a whole 
nation! What a total ſubverſion of principles, what 
reverſes of fortune, and what a waſte of life! In how 
bloody and eventful a war are we engaged, how in- 
conſiderable in its beginning, how rapid and wide in 
its progreſs, and how dark with reſpect to its termi- 
nation! At firſt it reſembled Elijah's cloud, appear- 


ing no bigger than a man's hand; but now it covers, 


and darkens, the whole European hemiſphere ! 

Now, whatever we may think, as politicians (and 
with us every man will have his own opinion, on a 
ſubject fo intereſting to us all) I would, in this place, 
admoniſh you not to overlook the hand of God in 
the great ſcene that is now opening upon us. Nothing 
can ever come to paſs without his appointment, or 
permiſſion ; and then, whatever be the views of men, . 
we cannot doubt, but that his are always wiſe, righ- 
teous, and good. Let us, therefore, exerciſe faith in 
him, believing that though clouds and darkneſs are 
© round about him, righteouſneſs and judgment are 
© for ever the habitation of his throne All thoſe 
who appear on the theatre of public affairs, in the 
field, or the cabinet, both thoſe whom we praiſe, and 
thoſe whom we blame, are equally inſtruments in his 


hands, and execute all his pleaſure. Let this reflec- 
| 1 tion, 
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tion, then, in our cooler moments, (and I hope we 


ſhall endeavour, in all che tumult of affairs, to make 


theſe as many as poſſible) lead us to look more to 
God, and leſs to man; and conſequently, in all the 
troubles in which we may be involved, repoſe the 
moſt unſhaken confidence in him, and thence in 
© patience poſſeſs our own ſouls,” eſpecially when it is 
evident that it is wholly out of our power to alter 
the courſe of events. If we be. careful ſo to live as 
to be at all times prepared to die, what have we to 
fear, even though, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, the earth be 
© removed, and the mountains be carried into the 
© midſt of the ſca? Whatever turn the courſe of 
things may take, it cannot then be to our diſadyan- 
tage, What, then, ſhould hinder our contemplating 
the great ſcene, that ſeems now to be opening upon 


us, awful as it is, with tranquillity, and even with ſa- 


tisfaction, from our firm perſuaſion, that its termina- 
tion will be glorious and happy ?. 

Laſtly, the more there are who indulge theſe en- 
larged and juſt views, who cultivate a ſenſe of piety 
to God (which will always lead us to ſuppreſs reſent- 
ment, and to promote goodwill towards men) the 
more favour, in the righteous adminiſtration of Pro- 
vidence, will be ſhewn to the country in which they 
ſhall be found God, we know, would have ſpared 
even Sodom, if ſo many as ten righteous men had 
been found in it; and our Saviour, alluding, as I am 
inclined to think, to theſe very times, which ſeem to 
be approaching, ſays, that for the elect's ſake they 
8 © will 
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© will be ſhortened.” For our own fakes, therefore, 
for the fake of our friends, of our country, and 
of every thing that is dear to us in it, let us attend 
to the admonition of my text, © to repent, for the 
© kingdom of heaven is at hand.“ It is © righteouſ- 
© neſs that exalteth a nation', and *© ſin' only is the 
© reproach,' and will be the ruin, of any people.” 
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H avixs originally got the leading ideas that 
are enlarged upon in the preceding diſcourſe ſrom 
Dr. Hariley's Obſervations on Man, a work publiſhed 
in 1749, I think it may not be amiſs to ſubjoin to it 
ſome extracts from that work, as, from his authority, 
the ſerious apprehenſions with which I have, ever 
ſince I read it, been impreſſed, will receive more 
weight, than they could acquire from any perſon, 
who, writing in theſe times, might be ſuppoſed to be 
particularly influenced by the aſpect of them, and by 
his own fituation with reſpect to them. I wiſh like- 
wiſe by this, as well as every other means, to direct 
the attention of my readers to that moſt excellent 
work, to which I am indebted, if I may fo ſay, for 
the whole moral conformation of my mind. 

« How near the diſſolution of the preſent govern- 
ments, generally or particularly, may be, would be 
great raſhneſs to affirm. Chriſt will come in this 
ſenſe alſo © as a thief in the night.” Our duty is there- 
fore to watch and to pray; to be faithful ſtewards; 
to give meat, and all other requiſites, in due ſeaſon, 
to thoſe under our care ; and to endeavour by theſe, 
and all other lawful means, to preſerve the govern- 


ment, under whoſe protection we live, from diſ- 
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ſolution, ſeeking the peace of it, and ſubmitting to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake. No 
prayers, no endeavours of this kind can fail of hav- 
ing ſome good effect, public or private, for the pre- 
ſervation of ourſelves and others. The great diſpen- 
ſations of Providence are conducted by means that 
are either ſecret, or, if they appear, that are judged 
feeble and inefficacious.— No man can tell, however 
private his ſtation may be, but his fervent prayer 
may avail to the ſalvation of much people. But it 
is more peculiarly the duty of magiſtrates thus to 
watch over their ſubjects, to pray for them, and to 
ſet about the reformation of all matters civil and cc- 
cleſiaſtical, to the utmoſt of their power. Good 
; governors may promote the welfare and continuance 
of a ſtate, and wicked ones muſt accelerate its ruin.” 
“ The ſacred hiſtory affords us inſtances of both 
kinds, and they are recorded there for the admonition 
of kings and princes in all future times.” V. ii. p. 368. 
There are many prophecies which declare the 
fall of the eccleſiaſtical powers of the Chriſtian 
world. And though each church ſeems to flatter 
itſelf with the hopes of being exempted; yet it is 
very plain that the prophetical characters belong to 
all. They have all left the true, pure, ſimple reli- 
gion, and teach for doctrines the commandments of 
men. They are all merchants of the earth, and have 
ſet up a kingdom of this world, abounding in riches, 
temporal power, and external pomp. They have all 
a dogmatizing ſpirit, and perſecute ſuch as do not 
Finn | receive 
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receive their own mark, and worſhip the image 
which they have ſet up. They all negle& Chriſt's 
command of preaching the goſpel to all nations, and 
even that of going to © the loſt ſheep of the houte of 
© Ifrael;* there being innumerable multitudes in all 
Chriſtian countries who have never been taught to 
read, and who are in other reſpects alſo deſtitute of 
the means of ſaving knowledge. Tis very true that 
the church of Rome 1s © Babylon the great and the 
mother of harlots,”* and of the © abominations of the 
© earth.” But all the reſt have copied her example 
more-or leſs. They have all received money like 
Gebazi; and therefore the leproſy of Naaman will 
cleave to them, and to their ſeed for ever. And this 
impurity may be conſidered, not only as jutifying the 
application of the prophectes to all the Chriſtian 
churches, but as a natural cauſe for their downfall. 
The corrupt governors of the ſeveral churches will 
ever oppoſe the true goſpel, and in fo doing will 
bring ruin upon themſelves.” P. 371. 

e As the downfall of the Jewiſh ſtate under Titus 
was the occaſion of the publication of the goſpel to 
us Gentiles, ſo our downfall may contribute to the 
reſtoration of the Jews, and both together bring on 
the final publication and prevalence of the true re- 


ligion. Thus the type and the thing typified will 


coincide, The firſt fruits and the lump are made 
holy together.” P. 375. 

« The downfall of the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
powers muſt both be attended with ſuch public 
calamities, as will make men ſerious, and allo 
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drive them from the countries of Chriftendom into the 
remote parts of the world, particularly into the Eaſt 
and Weſt-Indies; whither, conſequently, they will 
carry their religion, now purified from errors and 
ſuperſtitions.“ P. 377. = 
« That worJdly-mindedneſfs,. and negle& of duty 
in the clergy, muſt haſten our ruin, cannot be doubt- 
ed. Theſe are the ſalt of the earth, and. the © light 
© of the world.” If they loſe their favour, the whole 
nation, where this happens, wilt be converted into 
one putrid maſs. If their light become darkneſs, the 
whole body politic muſt be dark alſo. The de- 
generacy of the court of Rome, and ſecular biſhops: 
abroad, are too notorious to be mentioned. They 
almoſt ceafe to give offence, as they ſcarce pretend 
to any function or authority beſides what is temporal. 
Yet ſtill there is great mockery of God in their ex- 
ternal pomp, and proſanation of ſacred titles; which, 
ſooner or later, will bring down vengeance upon 
them. And as the court of Rome has been at the 
head of the great apoſtaſy, and corruption of the 
Chriſtian church; and ſeems evidently marked out 
in various places of the ſcriptures,. the ſevereſt judg- 
ments are probably. reſerved: for her. But I rather 
chooſe to ſpeak. to what falls under the obſervation. 
of all ſerious, attentive perſons in this kingdom. The 
ſuperior clergy are in general, ambitious, and eager 
in the purſuit of riches; flatterers of the great, and 
 ſubſervient-to party intereſt; negligent of their own. 
immediate charges,. and alſo of the inferior clergy, 
: and 
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and their immediate charges. The inferior clergy 
imĩtate/ their ſuperiors, and in general take little 
more care of their pariſhes than barely what is ne- 
ceſſary to avoid the cenſure of the law. And the 
clergy of all ranks are, in general, either ignorant, 
or if they do apply, it is rather to profane learning, 
to philoſophical or political matters, than to the 
ſtudy of the ſcriptures, of the Oriental languages, of 
the fathers, and eccleſiaſtical authors, and 'of the 
writings of devout men in different ages of the 
church. I fay this is in general the caſe; i. e. far 
the greater part of the clergy of all ranks in this 
kingdom are of this kind. But there are fome of a 
quite different character; men eminent for piety, 
facred learning, and the faithful diſcharge of their 
duty, and who, it is not to be doubted, mourn in 
ſecret for the crying ſins of this and other nations. 
The clergy, in general, are alſo far more free from 
open and groſs vices, than any other denomination of 
men amongſt us, phyſicians, lawyers, merchants, 
foldiers, &c. However, this may be otherwiſe 
hereafter, For it is ſaid that in ſome foreign coun- 
tries the ſuperior elergy, in others the inferior, are as 
corrupt and abandoned, or more ſo, than any other 
order of men. The clergy in this kingdom ſeem to 
be what one might expect from the mixture of good 
and bad influences that affect them. But then, if 
we make this candid allowance for them, we mult 
alſo make it for perſons in the high ranks of life, for 
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And though it becomes an humble, charitable and 
impartial man, to make all theſe allowances, yet 
he cannot but ſee, that the judgments of God are 
ready to fall upon us all for theſe things; and that 
they may fall firſt, and with the greateſt weight, 
upon thoſe, who, having the higheſt office commit- 
ted to them in the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt, neg- 
lect it, and are become mere © merchants of the 
© earth,” and © ſhepherds that feed themſelves, and 
not their flocks.” P. 450. 

« 'Thele are my real and earneſt ſentiments upon 
theſe points. It would be great raſhneſs to fix a time 
for the breaking of the ſtorm that hangs over our 
heads, as it is blindneſs and infatuation not to ſee it; 
nor to be aware, that it may break. And yet this 
infatuation has always attended all falling ſtates. The 
kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael, which are the types of 
all the reſt, were thus infatuated. It may be, that 
the prophecies concerning Edom, Moab, Ammon, 


Tyre, Egypt, &c. will become applicable to par- 


ticular kingdoms before their fall, and warn the 
good to flee out of them. And Chriſtendom in 
general ſeems ready to aſſume to itſelf the place and 
lot of the Jews, after they had rejected their Meſſiah, 
the Saviour of the world. Let no one deceive him- 
ſelf, or others. The preſent circumſtances of the 
world are extraordinary and critical, beyond what 
has ever yet happened. If we refuſe to let Chriſt 
reign over us, as our Redeemer and Saviour, we 
muſt be ſlain before his face, as enemies, at his ſe- 
cond coming.” 455. 


To 
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To theſe paſſages from Dr. Hartley, I ſhall add 
another from an excellent Sermon preached in the 
chapel of Trinity College, Cambridge, December 13, 
1793, the day appointed for the commemoration of the 
Benefattors to that Society. p. 13, &c. 

* Nature recoils with horror at the ſpectacle now 
preſented by their unfortunate country [France]. 
Under the guidance, however, of divine revelation, 
the contemplative miad may diſcern the ſigns of 
theſe times, and the hand of Providence directing 
the madneſs of the people. The oracles of truth, 
when foretelling the perſecutions to be endured by 
Chriſtians, aſſure us, He that killeth with the 
© {word, mult be killed with the ſword.* They have 
ſhed (faith the angel) She blood of ſaints and prophets, 
and thou haſt given them blood to drink; for they are 
worthy, Deſtruction awaits the perſecutor. And it 
muſt excite our aſtoniſhment to ſee veſtiges of this 
righteous diſpetiſation in what is paſſing before us. 
Lyons is recorded in early hiſtory, as the ſpot where 

a company of Martyrs glorified God. Lyons is now 
devoted, and its name eraſed from the memory of 
man. Paris once ſtreamed with the blood of the 
Hugonots : Paris hath ſince been- dyed with the 
laughter of that court and clergy, which inſtigated 
the unutterable deed.” 

« Tet us, too, be honeſt in declaring, whether if 
the maſſacre of Saint Bartholomew, the revocation of 
the edict of Nantz, or a Spaniſh act of faith, were 
_ diftated by the ſpirit of Antichriſt ; the deprivation = 
of 
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of the Two TrovsanD ejected Miniſters; the ſe- 
veritics which forced our countrymen to take re- 
foge in the wilds of America, and the two religions 
conflagrations which have diſgraced our own days, 
- demonſtrated the prefiding influence of a mind like 
that which was in Jeſus.” 

One particular in which the prophecy appears 
to enlighten us, 'is the fate of the Gallican church. 
The revolted city of the apocalypſe is ſuppoſed to 
repreſent the Antichriſtian community eſtabliſhed in 
the European territory of the weftern Roman em- 
pire, ſtill ſubſiſting in its pollarchical and diſmem- 
bered ſtate. Of this city it is written, that the fall 
of a tenth part would a ſhort time precede that of 
the reſt; and that its overthrow would be accompa- 
nied by an earthquake, and the deſtruction of fever 
chiliads of the names of men. As France was one of 
the ten kingdoms founded on the ruins of the weſt- 
ern empire; as violent commotions are now agitat- 
ing the political world, from the Boryſthenes to the 
Atlantic; as ſeven claſſes have lately been deprived 
of their privileges and titles; the curioſity of the 
Chriſtian ſcholar is beyond meaſure excited; and 
will be gratified with the diſcovery of various cir- 
cumſtances which will confirm his faith; but which 
a deſire of brevity obliges me to refer to his private 
conſideration. One queſtion, however, I cannot help 
propoſing; that if wwe be of that choſen people who 
have in truth: come out of Babylon, who partake not 
of her fins, and merit not her plagues, why ſhould we 


appear 
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appear unprepared, or diſinclined, to comply with 
the angelic mandate, and begin, at leaſt, ſome pre- 
lude to that ſong of triumph, * Rejoice over her, 
thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles, and prophets, 
* for God hath avenged you on her,” 

The legiſlators of France are Deiſts! While 
te they expatiated freely in every region of uſeful 
* ſcience, they were enjoined to * take for granted 
ce thoſe controverſial matters of religion, their fore- 
* fathers had ſome good reaſon for adhering to *.” 
They were not permitted to diſtinguiſh the 
doctrines of our Lord from thoſe of their church. 
Their mind arrived at maturity in ſome points, diſ- 
dained the puerilities on which they dared not ſpe- 
culate ; and rejected the goſpel, on account of the 
meretricious dreſs in which it was introduced to 
them.” 

« The legiſlators of France are deiſts! Much as 
we may lament their infidelity in their private capa- 
City, we rejoice that, as lawgivers, they are unbeliev- 
ers. Indifferent alike to all profeſſions, and all fects, 
they will not form an unnatural alliance with one, nor 
proſcribe all others with civil incapacities, impriſon- 
ment, and death. Every perſuaſion will enjoy their 
equal and wiſe protection; and genuine Chriſtianity, 
undiſguiſed with abſurd confeſſions, and not made 
contemptible by ridiculous ceremonies, will exert her 


* This is quoted from a ſpeech of Dr. Milner, Vice-Chan- 
gellor of the Univerſity of Cambridge, on the trial of Mr. Fregd. 
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proper energies; will preſent to the underſtanding. of 
the, individual her. miraculous credentials of prophe- 
cies completed in our time and gain her eſtabliſh- 
ment, not in word, but indeed; not in the civil code, 
but in the heart; not as a neceſſary engine of the 
ſtate; but as the truth, and the way to eternal liſe. 
[Superſtition will no longer & rear her mitred front in 


of Chriſt, triumphant in that country, will be an ear- 
neſt of his obtaining the © heathen for his inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his poſ- 
& ſeſſion. | 1 


. * Alluding to Mr, Burke's encomium on the Church of 


* P 1 


THE END. 


